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May 7, 2017

11 Tips for Parents as First Communion Catechists
“Do you believe in God?” the catechist asked. The child replied, “Yes!” “Why do you believe in God?” The child
thought a moment, “I don’t know why. I think it runs in the family.”
Moms and dads, if you are asking the question, “How can we - in our home church – continue preparing our child
for first Communion?” then, your child is already growing up in the atmosphere where believing, knowing and
experiencing God just runs in the family… This weekend, at COKAS, we are having many kids receiving First
Holy Communion, and these are 11 tips you may want to follow:
1. Realize that you already have been preparing your child for first Communion since the day he or she was
born. Eucharist is about the absolute love of God for us. 2. Talk together. Tell stories about your God times. Use
scripture stories, the wonderful children’s literature. Answer their questions, even the ones they’re not asking! 3.
Stress the connection of baptism and Eucharist. Get out your photo albums and recall your child’s baptism. Unpack the baptismal garment and tell its history: when and where you bought it or who made it, who else wore it.
Attend the Easter Vigil as a family. 4. Celebrate the liturgical seasons at home: Advent wreaths, putting up the
crib, Epiphany house blessing, reading scripture stories, celebrating baptismal anniversaries, talking about family
members’ baptism and first Communion photos, etc. 5. Put a little extra into family meals (they have a big connection to Eucharist!) Let your child decorate the table for an evening meal. Talk about special meals your family
has shared. 6. Pray as a family – often and as a natural part of family life: mealtimes, bedtimes, happy times, worrisome times, after an argument, when someone is in trouble, always on special occasions (Thanksgiving, birthdays, baptismal days.) 7. Make Mass a family event. Sit near the front. Point out one or two things each week for
your child to watch for. Talk about the homily on the way home. Before liturgy talk with your family about who
you want to pray for during the General Intercessions; and what you want to thank God for during the Eucharistic
Prayer. 8. Grow together in appreciation of God’s Word. On Saturday evenings, read the scriptures you will
hear at Mass. What is God saying to your family this weekend? 9. Take a tour of your church. Point out to your
child where he or she was baptized, show him or her the altar up close, the tabernacle, the oils, etc. 10. The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us the Eucharist commits us to the poor (#1397.) Together fix a meal for a
neighbor in need, sort through toys and clothing for gifts to the poor, visit a nursing home, add pennies to a charitable donation. 11. Keep first Communion first. It should be just what we call it: first. Don’t put so much emphasis on this one. It’s important because it is the first of many, the first of a lifetime of coming to the Table.
Guadalupe Estefania Alvarez-Sanchez

Ana Medina

Milagros Arguello Martinez

Miguel Moncada

Christian Canales

Sophia Moncada

Giovanni Carcamo Ramirez

Diana Ramirez

Joselyn Chavez-Lopez

Karoline Ramirez

Harper Craine

Camden Reinke

Kimberly De Leon

Gabriella Rhyne

Emma Claire DiMascio

Cynthia Romero

Sandrita Escobedo-Duenas

Amy Romero Soto

Holly Fields

Jose Sanchez Rojas

Lillian Garcia-Carreras

Belinda Soto

Leonardo Inostrosa

Janey Soto

Alexander Jimenez

Marlene Torres

Samuel Martinez Arguelles

Yareli Torres

Valeria Martinez Arguelles

Rhys Williams

FAMILY MILITARY MINISTRY

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 6
5pm Pat Patterson
Sunday, May 7
9am Novena
11:45am
People of the Parish
Monday, May 8
No Mass
Tuesday, May 9
9am Novena
Wednesday, May 10
6pm Novena
Thursday, May 11
9am Novena
Friday, May 12
9am Novena
Saturday, May 13
5pm John Fricano
Sunday, May 14
9am Novena
11:45am
People of the Parish

†

Do you have a family member who is presently serving our country in the military? Do you have a family
member who made the ultimate sacrifice or was
wounded while serving our country?
Please help us create three lists. One list will include
our active military family members. A second list will
include our family members who made the ultimate
sacrifice by giving their life for our country. A third list
will include family members who were wounded
while serving our country. We would like to recognize, thank and pray for these military members by
placing their names in our church bulletin Memorial
Day weekend, May 27-28.
Please email your information to:
military2.cokas@gmail.com or drop off your information at the parish office. An envelope will be
placed there for you.

†

Please include in the email your family member’s
name, rank and military branch. Please let us know if
they are presently active, wounded or deceased.
We need to have all information by May 16th.
Thank You.

God Bless America!
PRAYER REQUESTS
Military Personnel
Tarah Thompson
Steve Piller
Nicholas Piller
Rod Piller
Barbara Koch
Deborah Stritt
Donnan Oyler
John Faerber
Sassy Ames

Timothy Sweeny
Linda Chelana
Harriet Thompson
Vickie Abbott
Sonya Stephenson
Charlean Ferguson
Jack Schuh
Jackie Scalzo
Joe Scalzo

For those in critical need of daily prayers.
Note: Names will stay on the Prayer list for 6 weeks and then
they will be removed. Call 706-453-7292 x 4 or email
cokas.media@gmail.com with updates.

Children’s Liturgy of the
Word is celebrated at the
9:00 and 11:45 a.m.
masses for children
Pre-K through 3rd grade.
NO SIGN-UP REQUIRED
NO CLOW THIS WEEKEND

Blood Drive
Sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus
Thursday, May 18th
11:30am to 5:30pm
in the Social Hall
To make an appointment, email Rich Macchia at
richardmacchia@yahoo.com or call 706-4679324
All Donors should eat well and drink plenty of
caffeine free fluids before and after giving
blood!
Flowers adorning the pedestals and
statues of St. Peregrine and
St. Joseph have been donated by
Marilyn Policarpo.
Flowers adorning the
Blessed Virgin Mary
have been donated by
Jim Collins for Mary’s intercession
for the cure of Breast Cancer.

LOOKING AHEAD
May
7th
10th
13th
16th
18th

No Donuts
St. Theresa Circle Meeting 10:00am-12:00pm
In the PLC Room 204
Confessions
4:00-4:45pm
In the Sanctuary
Trivia
6:00pm
In the Social Hall
KofC Blood Drive
11:30am-5:30pm
In the Social Hall
FUNERAL MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS

The Funeral Ministry is looking for two additional
Funeral Coordinators to assist Clyde and Cathy
Heath. Information about
this ministry can be viewed
on the COKAS website under “Ministries”, which is
under the “Stewardship” tab
or by contacting Clyde/Cathy
Heath at 706-467-9537 or
funerals.cokas@gmail.com.

Join us for Trivia on
Tuesday, May 16
Doors open at 6:00 p.m

All are invited to participate in the fun!
If you would like to register for Trivia, email Jim
Collins at jimcollins61@plantationcable.net Mail
your check for $20 per person or an entire table of
8 for $160. All checks should be made out to:
Knights of Columbus. Your check will be your
guaranteed reservation and should be mailed to:
Jim Collins, 118 Millpond Trace, Eatonton, GA,
31024. Questions? Jim Collins @ 706-999-1405
or 404-247-1147.
Trivia Sweet Treats: If you can bake a couple of
batches of cookies for trivia, please call Rita
Nelson at (706) 923-4091.You will need to have
them at the church on Tuesday, May 16.
Cooking for Trivia Night: Anyone interested in
having a good time while helping with Trivia,
please plan to attend both days of making hors
d’oeuvres, Monday and Tuesday, May 15 and 16
at 10:00 am in the church kitchen. Call Rita
Nelson at (706) 923-4091, to sign up or for further
information.
Beer and wine will be provided by the Knights of
Columbus. The cost of the beer and wine are
included in the price of the ticket.
Donations would be greatly appreciated.
UNDER POLICY, NO OTHER ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES ARE PERMITTED AT THE EVENT.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Lord you have given me so much.
I ask for one thing: a grateful heart.
Offertory
At Masses 4/29—4/30/17.......….. $ 8,785.
Online Giving 4/17—4/23/17........
2,605.
Total
$ 11,390.
MAY second collections:
5/7/17—St Vincent DePaul
5/14/17—Trinity Project
5/28/17—Catholic Communications

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!
Go to: www.cokas.org. Call or email Millie Browning with
any questions 706-453-7292, ext. 9,
cokas.finance@gmail.com
Thank You For Your Support!
We are so grateful for all of your support and dedication
to the work we are doing for our parish and in the community. If you haven’t signed up for Online Giving yet,
now is a great time to set up your weekly offertory gift!

NEXT WEEKEND’S SECOND COLLECTION
Located in Washington, D.C., the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception is the
largest Roman Catholic church in the United States
and North America, and is one of the ten largest
churches in the world. Fulfilling its mission, the Basilica is a place of worship, pilgrimage, evangelization and reconciliation. Designated by the USCCB
as a National Sanctuary of Prayer and Pilgrimage,
the Basilica is the nation’s preeminent Marian
shrine, dedicated to the patroness of the United
States—the Blessed Virgin Mary under her title of
the Immaculate Conception. It is oftentimes affectionately referred to as America’s Catholic Church.
Next weekend, DONATIONS TO THE TRINITY
DOME COLLECTION support the completion of a
beautiful mosaic that will adorn the “Crowning
Jewel” of Mary’s Shrine in Washington, D.C .
Please be generous in your support!
Visit www.trinitydome.org for more information.

STEWARDSHIP SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
Jesus says, “I came that they may
have life, and have it to the full.”
Good stewards are grateful for the gift
of life and joyfully share their abundance with others.

FAITH FORMATION

Bev Fox, DRE cokas.dre@gmail.com 706-453-7292

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website: www.cokas.org

Congratulations to our 30 First Communicants!
These students, their parents, and the catechists who led them worked hard this year for these children to be ready to meet
Jesus in the Eucharist. Please take time to congratulate them if you attend one of the Sunday Masses on May 7th.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers who shared their time, talent and faith this year with the
children and youth of COKAS. Without our many catechists, helpers, and group leaders we couldn’t provide Faith
Formation, Sacramental Preparation classes, and CLOW for the many young people in our parish.

4th Sunday of Easter
Good Shepherd Sunday
Gospel Reading
John 10:1-10
Jesus is the gate for his sheep.
Through these metaphors, Jesus is telling his
listeners that those who follow him and his
way will find abundant life. He identifies himself both as the shepherd and the gate. The
shepherds who are faithful to him are the
ones whom the sheep (Jesus’ disciples)
should follow.
The relationship between the sheep and
their shepherd is based on familiarity. Sheep
recognize their shepherd and will not follow
a stranger. At the end of the day, shepherds
lead their sheep from pastures to a common
gated area called a sheepfold. There, one
shepherd protects all of the sheep until the
next day when each shepherd returns to lead
his own sheep to pasture. As shepherds
move among the sheep, the sheep follow
only their shepherd.

Middle and High School Summer Bible Study
Wednesdays in June: June 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
6:30-8:00 PM in the Parish Life Center
Ever had questions about the Bible or been confused by the readings during Mass? Perhaps you’d like to learn
more about how the Bible and our Catholic faith work together? Whether you’re just starting to figure out the
Bible or have studied it before, this Bible study will help take your understanding of God’s Word to the next level.
Join us as we dive deeper into the story of salvation this June! Sign up on www.cokas.org or by emailing Kasey
Lansford at cokas.youthministry@gmail.com by June 1st!

World Day of Prayer for Vocations

The purpose of the World Day of Prayer for Vocations is to publicly fulfill the Lord's instruction to
"Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). As a climax to a
prayer that is continually offered throughout the Church, it affirms the primacy of faith and grace in all
that concerns vocations to the priesthood and to the consecrated life. While appreciating all vocations,
the Church concentrates its attention this day on vocations to the ordained ministries (priesthood and
diaconate), to the Religious life in all its forms (male and female, contemplative and apostolic), to societies of apostolic life, to secular institutes in their diversity of services and membership, and to the missionary life, in the particular sense of mission "ad gentes". This year, 2017, marks the 54th Anniversary
of the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
Prayers of the Faithful
For young men and women; That God may give them the gift of understanding to discern their service in the
Church, the priesthood, diaconate, or consecrated life; And for the gift of courage to follow His call. We pray to
the Lord…
Let us pray for our 54 seminarians:

Sam Adams
Elliott Andrade
Toby Armellino
Juan Pablo Avila-Flor
Christopher Berger
Michael Bremer
T.J. Capaldi
José Caudillo
Pete Coppola
Cristian Cossio
Robbie Cotta
Avery Daniel
Edward Dannemiller IV
Joseph Fiorentino
Dan Fitzgerald
Evan Glowzinski
Miller Gomez
Miguel Herazo

Matthew Howard
Zahi Ikhwan
Jack Knight
Bryan Kuhr
Nicholas Le
Juno Lee
Joey Martineck
Brian McNavish
Mike Metz
Francesco Mion
Andrés Muñoz Lopez
Paul Nacey
Joseph Nguyen
Kevin Nguyen
Rubén Nuñez
Nsikak Obot
Carlos Ortega
Juan Carlos Pacheco

Austin Pagano
Ainer Peña
Viet Pham
Paul Porter
Tony Ramirez
Cristian Ramos Silva
Fernando Rodríguez
Bradley Starr
Steven Shlapak
Kyle Simonis
Ben Thomsen
Jordan Thrun
Daniel Vallejo-Rios
Gabriel Villafuerte
Juan Carlos Villota-Vitery
Joe Wagner
John Washington
Mark White

Yo soy la Puerta de Las Obejas
Pronunciar el nombre de Cristo, escucharle y reconocerle en nuestro interior, sólo nace de
las almas que verdaderamente han hecho esa experiencia amorosa con Él. Una experiencia que no se reduce a un simple recitar de oraciones, o a un compromiso obligatorio
dominical, sino que más bien se eleva a un contacto frecuente e íntimo con el Señor en la
oración de todos los días, en el trabajo cotidiano, e incluso, en los sufrimientos que podamos padecer y ofrecer por amor a Él.
Las almas que buscan la verdadera fuente de la felicidad en Cristo, saben que solamente en su interior,
donde Dios se hace paz, alegría, serenidad, gozo, se encuentra la verdadera e íntima amistad con Él. Son
esas ovejas que entran por la puerta de la renuncia y del sacrificio, que escuchan el llamado personal del
Buen Pastor, y que le siguen por los caminos por donde Él las lleva, siempre con la única finalidad y deseo de
estar con Él delectándose con su dulce compañía.
Debemos Renovar nuestro compromiso de meditar diariamente, para vivir de acuerdo a la Palabra de Dios.
(Fuente: Catholic.net)

Mayo: Mes de María

Por: Tere Vallés | Fuente: Catholic.net

Este mes es el ideal para estar al aire libre, rodeado de la belleza natural de nuestros campos. Precisamente por esto, porque todo lo que nos rodea nos debe recordar a nuestro Creador, este mes se lo dedicamos a la más delicada de todas sus creaturas: la santísima Virgen
María, alma delicada que ofreció su vida al cuidado y servicio de Jesucristo, nuestro redentor.
¿Qué se acostumbra hacer este mes?
Recordar las apariciones de la Virgen. En Fatima, Portugal; en Lourdes, Francia y en el Tepeyac, México (La
Guadalupe) la Virgen entrega diversos mensajes, todos relacionados con el amor que Ella nos tiene a nosotros, sus hijos.
Meditar en los cuatro dogmas acerca de la Virgen María que son:

1. Su inmaculada concepción: A la única mujer que Dios le permitió ser concebida y nacer sin pecado original fue a la Virgen María porque iba a ser madre de Cristo.

2. Su maternidad divina: La Virgen María es verdadera madre humana de Jesucristo, el hijo de Dios.
3. Su perpetua virginidad: María concibió por obra del Espíritu Santo, por lo que siempre permaneció virgen.
4. Su asunción a los cielos: La Virgen María, al final de su vida, fue subida en cuerpo y alma al Cielo.
•

Recordar y honrar a María como Madre de todos los hombres.María nos cuida siempre y nos ayuda en
todo lo que necesitemos. Ella nos ayuda a vencer la tentación y conservar el estado de gracia y la amistad
con Dios para poder llegar al Cielo. María es la Madre de la Iglesia.

El Sacramento de la
Confesión es todos los
Sábados de
4:00 pm a 4:45 pm
Para Cursillistas
Viernes 26 de mayo a
las 7:00 pm en el
Salon Social

Celebrating Pentecost
Sunday, June 4, 2017 at 10:15 a.m. (after 9 a.m. Mass)
Please join us for brunch in the Social Hall. Please consider
sharing an international dish or dish that celebrates your
heritage. Sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex after all
Masses on the weekends of May 13/14, 20/21, and 27/28.

Celebración de Pentecostes
Domingo, 4 de junio del 2017 a las 10:15 a.m. (después de la Misa de 9:00 a.m.)
Por favor, únase a nosotros para compartir una comida en el Salón Social. Por
favor considere compartir un platillo internacional o un platillo que celebra su
cultura. Las hojas de inscripción estarán en el Atrio después de todas las misas los
fines de semana de Mayo 13/14, 20/21 y 27/28.

